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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS - INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND 
POLITICAL RIGHTS AND FRG PROPOSAL FOR HUMAN RIGHTS COURT 

1 . THE FIRST MEETING OF THE STATES PARTIES TO THE INTERN A- 
TPONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS WILL BE HELD 
IN NEW YORK ON SEPTEMBER 20. AMONG THE MATTERS ON THE AGENDA 
(DOC. CCPR/SP/1) IS ELECTION OF EIGHTEEN MEMBERS OF THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS COMMITTEE TO BE ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO PART IV OF 
THE COVENANT. AS THE UNITED STATES HAS NOT RATIFIED THE 
COVENANT, THE U.S. WILL NOT BE A CANDIDATE FOR ELECTION TO 
THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE, BUT MISSION OFFICER WILL, HOWEVER, 
ATTEND THE SEPTEMBER 20 MEETING WHICH IS AN OPEN MEETING. 

COMMENT: THE SOVIET MISSION HAS ALREADY GIVEN AN INDICATION 
THAT THEY WILL ATTEMPT TO MAKE THE COVENANT AND THE NEW 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE THE KEYSTONES OF UN HUMAN RIGHTS 
ACTIVITIES. IN A PRESS RELEASE DATED AUGUST 25 (BEING 
POUCHED TO IO-HEWITT) THE SOVIET MISSION DISCUSSES QTE 
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POINTS OUT THAT THE COMING INTO FORCE OF THE COVENANTS IN 
MARCH SHOULD BE REGARDED AS AN IMPORTANT STEP IN PROMOTING 
PEACE, JUSTICE AND PROSPERITY, AS WAS THE FINAL ACT 
OF THE EUROPEAN CONFERENCE, BUT UNFORTUNATELY NOT ALL 
STATES, INCLUDING THE UNITED STATES, HAVE SIGNED AND RATI- 
FIED THESE ACTS (I.E. THE COVENANTS). THE NOTE CONTINUES 
THAT MAIN ATTENTION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO IMPARTING THE 
COVENANTS A UNIVERSAL CHARACTER BUT THE ATTENTION OF SOME 
POLITICAL LEADERS IN THE WEST IS TURNING TO SUCH UNREALISTIC 
PLANS AS THE SETTING UP OF SUPRA NATIONAL BODIES AND PROPO- 
SALS TO ESTABLISH AN INTERNATIONAL COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 
THE PRESS RELEASE CONTINUES IN A TWO PAGE ARGUMENT AGAINST 
AN INTERNATIONAL COURT, CITING, INTER ALIA, THE FACT THAT 
A NEW BODY, THE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS IS PROVIDED FOR 
IN THE COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS AND EMPHA- 
SIZING THAT DIRECT REGULATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 
IS AN INTERNAL STATE MATTER. THE PRESS RELEASE DOES NOT 
MENTION BY NAME THE FRG AS THE AUTHOR OF THE PROPOSAL FOR 
AN INTERNATIONAL COURT ON HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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